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DISCOURSE 


' USE AND INTENTION 


OF SOME 


REMARKABLE PASSAGES 


ADDRESSED TO THE | \ 
READERS OF A COURSE OF LECTURES 
ON THE 


FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE. 
— FF 
By WILLIAM JONES, u. 4. 
ara, 


1798. 
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language of the Scripture (a work which 
has two characters, according to the fate 


of all my writing Abs tenth lecture 


treats of the miragles)of our Saviour, as 
ſigns. of his ſaving power u | 
men; which, to c n on readers, appear 
only as miraculous cures wrought upon 
their bodies. My. plan is not complete 
unleſs ſomething be added on other ſigns 
aud ſignificant actions and events, which 
frequently occur in the Old and New Tet- 


tament, and are little noticed in- theſe 


days, though the early writers of the 


Chriſtian church were not unacquainted 
with them. . 


A 3 A An 


. | 
A gn is a kind of prophecy, which 
ſpeaks by thing 85 and actions inſtead of 
words. When the Jews demanlled a ſign 
of Chriſt *, they meant ſome miracle; to 


ſhew, by an act of divine power, the 


truth of his divine miffion ; but he gave 


them a ſign of the prophetic ſort, ſuch — 
1 am now ſpeaking. of, the ſign of the 
prophet Jonah, ſwallowed by the fiſh; of 


which kind of ſign they ſeemed to have 


no knowlege and I have reaſon to 
think chere are many Chriſtians who know 
as little about them as the ews did, and 


ſuppoſe authors to be ſcarcely in their 


ſenſes when they treat of them. But all 
the ſigns of the Scripture are excellent, 
if we have a key to them, and will give 
both delight and edification to people of 
devout affections. 1 2 5 


„Matthew xii. 38. 


It | 


[vi ] 

It bath been ſhewed, in the ſecond and 
third lectures, that the great uſe of Na- 
ture, in the hand of God, is to inſtruct 
man; and, from the works of Nature, 
give him a right underſtanding of ſuch 
things as are above Nature; and the mat- 
ter is beyond © diſpute, becauſe the fact 
ſpeaks for itſelf. Vet, to my aſtoniſh- 
ment, this is denied, and even ſeouted 
by leaned men,” who profeſs a ertieal 
judgment” of all literary productions; 
though this ſublime and delightful method 
of teaching is notorious throughout the 
Old and New Teſtament. But, alas! 
when they think” they ſee what they 
call Hutc hinſonian, though it be exactly 
what Chriſtians knew and taught above 

a thouſand years age, gentlemen are ſeized 
with ſuch fears and ſuſpicions as do not 
become wiſe men; falſly (and I may ſay, 
weakly 1 in thoſe who ought to know better). 
aſcribing things to Hutchinſon, which were 


A 4: borrowed 1 
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borrowed: from Origen. Let any candid 


man open his eyes, and look into the 


Bible: he will there diſcover, that the 


* 


a 


viſible world is a ſchool; in which: 
teaches, us by earthly things the nature of 


heavenly, as Chriſt taught Nicodemus. 


But tlie Chriſtian, with a mind and an 
education ſimilar to thoſe of Nicodemus, 


Will fee nothing of all this; for which 1 
heartily pity ; him, becauſe I am ſure he 
ſuffers a great loſs IO what purpoſe, | 


Or man, doth the ſun ſhine upon thee, 


unleſs it teach thee to know more truly 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and to rejoice 
in his light? If not, the ſun ſhines upon 
thee, as upon beaſts and reptiles, to give 
light to thy body, but none to thy under- 


ſtanding. Whereas the ſalvation of man, 


by Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo great, ſo ineſtimable 
a ſubject, that the goodneſs of God throws 
every thing in our way, which may bring 
it to our minds, and recommend it to our 

| affections 


Li) 
affections. For this, the ſun ſhines, the 
winds blow; the graſs grows, the ſprings 
| water the earth, | _ rain falls from 
heaven. But it is in the ſtudy of the 
Seripture, as in other ſciences, all things 
are not equally obvious, nor will they ap- 
pear of equal concern to different people; 


and there are thoſe who may think I have 


been throwing away my thoughts, i in ex- 


ploring things too minute and obſcure to 
be underſtood. When we uſe a: micro- 


ſcope, to examine the minute objects of 


the creation, ignorant minds may think 
we are idly employed, and that our objects 
are inſigniſicaut becauſe they are fmall ; 


but whoever: ſhall examine ſmall things, 
will find them full of wonders ; and that 


God is every where great in the ſmalleſt 


of his Works; agreeably to that wiſe ob⸗ 


ſervation of Pliny, Rerum natura tota eff 
nuſquam magis quam in minimis, his power 
and providenee are as manifeſt in the 


economy 


* 


13 | 
economy of an inſoct, as in the revolu- 
tions of an empire. The philoſophel ſees 
wonders in Nature; which the; multitude 
paſs by with unconcern ; and the botaniſt 
explores' minutely what others trample 
under their feet. The wiſeſt and the 
moſt inquiſitive, with-the utmoſt of their 
application, can ſee but a part of the 
works of God:; and the moſt ſtudious 
reader can underſtand but à part of his 
word; among the treaſures of which, as 

in the bowels of the earth, there are gems 
and precious ores, Which lie ſo deep, that 
they have never been diſturbed by the 
hand of man. We can produce only ſo 
far as we can penetrate; and when we 
have done our beſt, the work will not be 
acceptable to every mind; ſo far from it, 
that I dare not yet truſt the following 
Diſcourſe with the public ; among whom 
there are too many perſons, like the Jews 
of old, whoſe eyes if we attempt to open, 


we 


1 * 1 

we ſhall increaſe their blindneſs: and 1 
know, from the experience of my paſt 
life, how critical and tender the caſe is. 


Such perſons I do not mean to hurt, and 


I ſhbuld be ſorry to offend them. I, there- 
fore, print this Diſcourſe with a defire, 
that it ſhould fall into: the hands of thoſe 
'only who are prepared, by what they have 


already ſeen 
it due conſideration. 


A learned and judicious friend (now 
with God) whoſe prudence, in my eſti- 
mation, was almoſt oracular, had a fight 
of all the lectures before their publica- 
tion, and preferred this, in ſome reſpects, 
to the reſt; but adviſed me not to publiſh 
it with them at firſt, leſt evil-minded 
people ſhould take advantage from it, to 


bring, the whole plan into diſrepute ; but 


to reſerve it till the reſt had been con- 
ſidered, and then to let it be ſeen by my 


9 readers. 


"the other lectures, to give 


| 
| 


4 xii ] 


readers. 4 took the former part of his ; 


advice twelve years ago, and now. I think 
the time is come when I may take the 


latter; imploring the Divine bleſſing on 


what I' now: commit to the preſs; that, 
as we ſee more intimately into the ways 
of God, we may daily love him more, and 
ſerve him better. Amen. 

4 0 P 
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ANY gpod Chriſtians, who read 


the word of Goc with a deſire to 
profit by it, and have been taught, that 
whatſoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning (Rom. xv. 4.), 
have their doubts concerning the uſe of 
many things, they find in the Scripture. 
not being able to ſee how they can anſwer 
that general defi ign of adding to our learn- | 
ing, and thereby leading us to more a- 
. tience and comfort. The apoſtle takes a 
paſſage from the pſalms of David, and un- 
derſtands Jeſus Chriſt to be the ſpeaker of 
it; and leſt we could wonder or be offend- 
ed at this uſe of the Scripture, he tells us 
the rule 1 is general, that the things written 
aforetime 


„ 
aforetime are to be thus applied to Jeſus 
hriſt; Wirkout which they are nothing 
to us as Chriſtians, neither ſhall we find 
in them the comfort they were intended 
to give. In the way J ſhall take of il- 
luſtrating this doctrine, I ſhall bring ſtrange 
things to the pars” of ſome people, and 
ſuch as they will never be able to re- 
ceive; yet others, who will receive them, 
and be edified by them, as primitive Chriſ- 
tians were, ought. to have a * 1 of 
them, | 2 "I 83 : N 


* 6:4, 


I once met with a perſon, a clergyman 
of no mean learning, who, not having ob- 
ſerved how things are related to one ano- 
ther in the great plan of redemption 
objected to the uſe of the "Magnificat, in 
the ſervice of the church, as a form that 
could have no relation to us. The virgin 
Mary, he fad, being the mother of Chriſt 
might very properly uſe the words of that 
hymn ; but that they could not belong to 
us, nor be uſed by us, with any propriety: 
To this it was anſwered, that as Jeſus 
Chriſt did not come into the world for 
737 - 1 BY 


1 } 


the purpoſe of making the virgin Mary a 


mother, but to ſave mankind, every Chriſ- 
tian ſoul has reaſon to rejoice with her. 
Chriſt, who was formed in the bleſſed 
virgin, is alſo formed in us “; and the 
mother of Chriſt, like Sarah, the mother 
of the promiſed ſeed, in her ſpiritual ca- 
_ pacity, is a fighre of the church, that 
bleſſed Jeruſalem, which is the mother of 
us all, ſo that the words, which were 
ſpoken. by her, may, be uſed by all Chriſ- 
tians, with the utmoſt truth and pro- 
priety. Each of us may truly ſay, My ſoul 
doth magnify the Lord, for he, who regarded. 
the virgin, did regard, her for my ſalva- 
tion; that Chriſt might be formed in me, 
as he was 3 in her. He that ſent away the 
rich, and accepted a lowly maiden, hath 
caſt off and ſent empty away the proud 
Jews, and condeſcended to regard and 
magnify us poor Gentiles. When the 
promiſe, made to the church of Iſrael in 
our father Abraham, was fulfilled to the 
Wedel virgin, it was fulfilled to us, that 1 is, 


b Gal. iv. Sly 


to 
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to the ſerd of Abraham for ever, Which 
ſeed are We at this day. Thus is the n nag. 
nificat brought home to us, and the as 


of it in the chuck to the end of the world, 
enen. t 5 Gin 21 23 od 
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Fhis example ſheweth us, how it may 


be true, that no Scripture 1 is of any /rivate 
mnterfiretation; that a fact, when Tecorded 


in the Scripture, does not end in the pri- 
vate parties of whom it is told, but belongs 
tous and io our children *, and is to be 

applied to ſomething beyond itſelf +. When 
the goodneſs of God is acting for the be- 


neſit of ſome of his ſaints, and (as i inex- 


perience might ſuppoſe) for the benefit of 
them only, his foreknowlege is acting 


for us all, and a record of the matter be- 
comes /rophetical. - Many paſſages, there- 
fore, of the Scripture, when properly un- 
derſtood, and diſcreetly applied according 


to the rule of the apoſtle, will turn out to 


be highly ſignificant, * even though they 


may 1 at firſt ſight fo have no retadon 


Deut. XXIX, 29. 6 Hi of 4 7 2 Pet. 1 1. 20. 


to 


To, 


to us ” and, in ſome caſes, even to contra - 
dict the laws of divine wen and Juſs 
tice. 


J ſhall now produce ſome examples: 
and, that this may be done in an orderly 
manner, I ſhall begin with the caſe of our 

father Abraham. We read that he had a 
| fon by an Egyptian bond-maid, whoſe 
name was Hagar; which thing, though 
contrary to the moral or ſocial law of God, 
is yet perfectly agreeable to the laws of his 
providence and the ſenſe of his promiſes. 
The apoſtle has, therefore, treated of this 
caſe without any cenſure ; inſtructing us 
that the whole is an a//egory, a prophetical 
tranſaQtion: that in the twoperſons of Sarah 
and Hagar we are to ſee the two cha- 
racters of the ſpiritual and the temporal 
Jeruſalem : and from the conditions and 
characters of their two children Iſaac and 
Iſhmael, we are to learn how it was to be 
with the natural and ſpiritual ſeed of 
Abraham. The allegory is in force to 
this day. The children of the bond- 
nn who were under the yoke of the 
| B 85 law, 


. 
law, are even now in that ſtate of ſervi- 
- tude, to which they were caſt out, along 
with their mother the Jewiſh church ; and 
the Gentiles, as the children of the pro- 
- miſe, are now admitted to dwell as in- 
heritors in the houſe of their Father. The 
. caſe of Abraham's concubinage, thus ap- 
plied, is ſtill teaching us the will of God 
concerning Jews and Gentiles, and will 
continue to do ſo as long as Jeruſalem 
ſhall be trodden down, and the Chriſtian 
church ſhall conſiſt of converts taken from 
the Heathen world. The act of Abra- 
ham, in taking a bond-woman, can never 
be drawn into a precedent, becauſe no 
man can be-in his circumſtances, ſtanding 
in a prophetic character, as the progenitor 
of two orders of people, a carnal and a 
ſpiritual Iſrael, the ſons of his nature and 
the ſons of his faith, and furniſhing us with 
an allegory, which has been fulfilling in 
its ſeveral parts for more than half the age 
of this world. 


The fraud of Jacob, in obtaining the 
bleſſing from his elder brother, is to be 
accounted 


K : 
accounted for as a prophetical act, under 
which we have a figure of the Gentiles, as 
the younger brother, ſupplanting the Jews, 
and taking from them that ſpiritual in- 
heritance which they knew not how to 
value. The caſe of Jacob and Eſau would 
admit of an extenſive application in all its 
_ circumſtances. The elder brother is a 
Hb man of a worldly ſpirit, and obtains a 
temporal eſtabliſhment ; while the younger 
leads a wandering life, as a ſtranger upon 
earth, under terrors for himſelf, and his 
family, and his flock, from worldly power; 
all of which was fulfilled in the different 
tempers and fortunes of the Jews and. the 
Chriſtians. The Jew is ſtill ſaying in his 
heart, with the profane Eſau, what profit 
fhall this birthrig ht do to me; and ſo takes 
the proviſion this world affords for his- 
hope and inheritance, and commonly gets 
plentiful ſhare of it. 


The holygany of Jacob is to be con- 

ſidered as another act, in which the al- 

legory is ſtill carried on; and as ſuch it is 

no precedent for any man to take a plu- 
B 2 frality * = 
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 rality of wives. Jacob, whoſe name is 
Iſrael, is the father, or head, under whom 
the church was formed, which ſtill bears 
the name of the J/rael of God. The 
twelve patriarchs might have been raiſed 
up, if it had ſo pleaſed God, from one 
| wife; but they were born of ſeveral ; of 
the bond and the free, the ill-favoured and 
the beautiful, to foreſhewv. the different 
charaQters of which the church of God 
ſhould be compoſed in different times. In 
Leah the. elder, leſs beloved and tender- 
eyed, we have the perſon of the Jewiſh 
church, firſt taken, but not able to fee by 
faith the myſteries of the Goſpel. In 
Rachel, we. ſee a wife well - beloved, as the 
Chriſtian church was afterwards to be.; at 
firſt barren, as Sarah alſo. had been before; 
but at length trayailing in pain, and bring- 
ing forth ſons of ſorrow and: affliction. 
Rachel is accordingly repreſented by -the 
prophet, and the paſſage is applied by the 
evangeliſt, as weeping for thoſe. children 
who firſt ſuffered in the cauſe of Chriſt. 
Her ſpiritual children, by their profeſſion, 
arc in general ſuch as ſhe called that child 

| | of 
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of which ſhe died, ſons of afftiction: as 

ſuch they are to conſider themſelves, and 
be prepared to act and to fuffer in their 
proper character. As the tender-eyed 
Leah was, for an appointed time, fraudu- 
lently ſubſtituted in the place of Rachel, 
ſo was the Jewiſh church, though not the 
beſt beloved, taken firſt in order: to which 
caſe thoſe words of the apoſtle may be ap- 
plied, nat was not firſt which 1s ſſtiritual, 
but that which is natural, and afterwards 
that which is ſpiritual. | 


In the lives of the prophets many things 
are to be found, which ſeem to be in them- 
ſelves either ſuperfluous or unaccountable; 
but when ſuch things are conſidered as the 
ſigns of other future things which are of 
infinite importance to mankind, they aſ- 

ſume a different form, and become worthy 
of the divine wiſdom. 


This mode of propheſying by „igniſicant 
actions was remarkably uſed under God's 
direction in the miniſtry of the prophet 
Ezechiel; where the judgment on Jeruſa- 

| BY 9 lem 


1 22 ] 

lem 1s ſhewn by the boiling of a pot with 
its /cum.: the profanation of the ſanctuary 
by the death of the prophet's wife: in 
which, and other like figurative actions, 
the prophet Ezechiel was unto them a 
fign *; and the people, not being able to 
ſee the ſenſe of his actions, ſaid, wilt thow 
not tell us what theſe things are to us, that 
thou doeft ſo? 


On another occaſion, the prophet Jere- 
miah was commanded to carry a linen 
girdle, and hide it in a hole of the earth 
near the river Euphrates; there to lie till 
it ſhould be rotten : as a ſign, that the 
people, whom God had taken to be neareſt 
to himſelf, ſhould be pulled off from him, 
and carried away, to be hidden and con- 
ſumed in a remote land. | 


With theſe examples before us, we are 
to learn, that in like things there is a like 
intention; and when we ſee any thing that 
appears ſtrange and unaccountable, we 


* Ch. xxiv. 24. + Jer. xiii. 
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may. aſſure ourſelves there is ſome wiſe 
reaſon, and that probably of univerſal con- 
cern, at the bottom; in which caſe we 
are to aſk, as the people did of Ezechiel, 
what are theſe things unto us ? We know 
that God could have formed Eve of the 
earth, as he had formed Adam ; but his 
wiſdom acted for our information, that we 
may know the certainty of thoſe things 
wherein we have been inſtructed: he de- 
rived the woman from the man, to ſhew 
that the church, which like Eve is the 
mother of us all, ſhould derive its exiſtence 
from Chriſt, the ſecond Adam ; and par- 
ticularly from the death of Chriſt, and 
from the fide of Chriſt, as from the ſleep 
and from the fide of Adam. The apoſtle 
hath taught us, that this affair is to be un- 
derſtood as a myſtery ; and that, when we 
ſpeak of Adam and Eve, we ſpeak of 
Chriſt and the Church in other words. God 
could have healed Naaman, the Syrian, by 
a motion of the prophet's hand; but he 
ſent him to waſh, and that in a river of 
the holy land, even in Jordan, where Chriſt 
was to be baptized ; that from this caſe 


Bs the 
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the Gentiles might afterwards: be con- 
vinced, how neceſſary it is for all men, 
under the leproſy of fin, to be wathed by 


the waters of baptiſm, ſent into all the 


world from the land of Judea : the ſtory 
of Naaman is wonderfully inſtructive in 


all its circumſtances . Upon another oc- 


caſion, the prophet made iron to ſwim, 


when the head of an axe was loſt in a 
river, How are we to juſtify the wiſdom 


of God, in recovering a thing of little 
value, by the exerciſe of a power fo ex- 


traordinary ? The reaſon of this, being not 
in the thing itſelf, muſt be found in the 
uſe and ſenſe of the thing ; and we muſt 
alk here, as the people did on the oc- 


caſion, when Ezechiel acted in a manner 


they could not account for, what are theſe 
things unto us? When this miracle is ex- 
amined according to the rule of faith, we 
ſee in it a pledge of our own recovery 
from the conſequences of the Fall, by the 


power of Chriſt's death and reſurrection. 
For let us mark the circumſtances, and 


* 2 Kings v. 
they 
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they will ſpeak for themſelves *. The ſons 


of the prophets complain of dwelling in a 
place too ſtrait for them ; and, as they are 
at work for their own enlargement, the 
head of an axe falls from its helve into the 
river Jordan; and the loſs was the worſe 


becauſe it was borrowed: Alas, maſter, 


ſaid the workman to the prophet, for it 
was borrowed! The prophet, having cut 
down a ſtick of wood, caſts it in at the 
place ; with which the iron ſwims, and 
the man recovers what he had loſt. Upon 


this caſe let us venture thus to argue, aſter 


the manner of the primitive Chriſtians, 
- and we ſhall not be far from the truth. 
As the head of the axe, the better part of 
it, was loſt in the water, ſo did the ſoul 
or ſpirit of man, the better part of him, 
fall into death the very day on which he 
undertook to enlarge and improve his con- 
dition: and when man loſes his ſoul; he 
loſes what is not is own, but that for which 
he is accountable to God, who hath truſted 
it to his free will; and, if loſt upon a vain 
experiment, he muſt be accountable for it, 


* 2 Kings 3 
and 


Va 
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snd hath juſt reaſon to bewail the obliga- 
tion he is under. For when the ſoul of 
man is loſt and funk, no human power 
can recover it. As ſurely as iron reſts at 
the bottom of a deep river, ſo ſurely muſt 
the ſoul of man remain for ever under the 
dominion of death. But as the prophet, 
by caſting in wood, which ſwims. of its 
own nature, brought up the iron with it, 
ſo doth the Son of Man draw all men unto | 
himſelf: the branch of the ſtem of Jeſle 
was cut down, and caſt with us into the 
waters of death : but as wood, if thrown 
to the bottom of a river will rife up again, 
ſo could death have no power over him. 
And thus are we, when ſunk and loſt, 
raiſed up to life by the power of his reſur- 
rection upon us. When conſidered in this 
way, the power exerciſed by the prophet 
gives us as true and philoſophical a pattern 
of the miracle of our ſalvation, as the 
whole circle of nature can afford : and as 
ſuch I have often reflected upon the caſe 
with admiration and pleaſure not to be 
expreſſed v. | 


* Compare what hath been here ſaid with the in- 
terpretation of Trengus, lib. Vo 17. | 
N When 
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When the widow cried unto the prophet 
in behalf of herſelf and her two ſons, who 
were ſeized by the creditor for bond-men, 
he could have found means of paying their 
debt, without muitiplying a veſſel of oil by 
a miracle *: but then, our faith would not 
have been able to learn from the ſtory, how 
the two ſons of the church, the Jews and 
the Gentiles, are redeemed from the bond- - 
: age of fin and death by Jeſus Chriſt, the 
1 great prophet; to whom the Hgirit was 
* given w7thout meaſure, as the oil was given 
to that inexhauſtible veſſel, and / wth 
fullneſs we have all received. St. Auguſtin 
has an excellent diſcourſe upon all the cir- 
cumſtances of this miracle, and applies 
them as every other commentator will do, 
who bas the Scripture ready in his mind, 
and interprets by the ſame rule. 


By a miracle of like ſenſe and ſignifica- 
tion, did our bleſſed Saviour pay tribute for 
himſelf and his diſciple from the mouth of 


a fiſh which came firſt out of the ſea T. I 


* 2 Kings 4. + Matt, xvii. 27. 


1 

have a notion of my own, for which I can 
produce no authority of any commentator, 
that the three orders of ammals, the fowls 
of the air, the beaſts of the earth, and the 
. fiſhes of the ſea, repreſent three ſtates of 
being : the fowls of the air, the angelic or 

ſpiritual nature, both bad and good; the 
land animals, the preſent ſtate of man's 
life; the fiſh of the ſea, the ſtate of the 
dead, who are filent and inviſible. This 
may appear ſtrange and viſionary to thoſe 
who have not conſidered it: but, if the 
diſtinction is founded on the Scripture, then 
the fiſh, that fu cometh up, is he that firſt 
cometh up from the dead, as Chriſt did; 
the firſt fruits of them that ſlefit and as 
he roſe for our 7u/tzfication, he brought with 
him our ranſom, to be paid for thoſe who 
have no tribute-money of their own to 
give, With this ſenſe, the caſe was 
worthy of the divine interpoſition. 1 


There is anothe iniracle of our Saviour, 
which, when conſidered in itſelf, as it 
ſtands in the letter of the hiſtory, is very 
difficult, and hath perplexed many com- 
FR | 4 mentators ; 
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mentators; but is eaſily reconciled, if we 
take it in its undoubted fignification. In 
the way to Jeruſalem our Lord ſaw a fig- 
tree, which had nothing but leaves upon it 
when he wiſhed' for fruit; and he pro- 
| nounced ſentence upon it; in conſequence 
of which it ſoon withered away . Now 
a fig-tree is no object of a curſe, unleſs it 
be for a ſign or figure; leaſt of all could 
this fig-tree be fo, becauſe, as the hiſtory 
adds, it was not yet the ſeaſon of figs F ; 
had it been fo, they would have been ga- 
thered, in which caſe no fruit could have 
been expected, and then the tree had not 
been proper for the uſe he intended to 
make of it, as a /ign of the character and 
fate of the Jewiſh church. He was re- 
turning in diſpleaſure from Jeruſalem, 
where he had obſerved the unprofitable 
ſtate of the people, whoſe religion was 


* Mark xi. 13, 21. 


+ A fig- tree with us has always figs upon it in ſome 
ſtage or other. If it was not the time of figs, they had 


not yet been gathered; ſo the tree ſhould have had its 
fruit upon it. 


now 


„ 
now reduced to a form of words, without 
any good works; as a fig-tree having 

leaves but no fruit: and from this example 

it was to be underſtood, that, as the fig 

tree withered away, ſo ſhould the fruitleſs 
Jeruſalem periſh. Its fate is elſewhere 
fienified under the. parable of a fruitleſs 
fig-tree *, viſited for three years (the term 
of our Lord's miniſtry among the Jews) 
and then, after another ſhort trial, -to be 
cut down as an incumbrance to the ground, 
The parable and the miracle are "off the 
ſame interpretation. They have long been 
fulfilled upon the Jews; but they are ap- 
plicable at all times, in the moral of them, 
to thoſe perſons who bring forth no fruit 
under the means of divine grace; whoſe 
end will be to wither away and be caſt out 
of the vineyard. 


I cannot leave this ſubject of the mira- 
cles without mentioning one more from 
the Old Teſtament. How often have the 
profane and ignorant made themſelves 


* Luke xiii. 7. 


merry 


>a 
merry with the aſs of Balaam ! We muſt, 
indeed, confeſs, that God could have re- 
| buked the apoſtacy of Balaam, without 
opening the eyes of a brute beaſt to ſee 
the heavenly miniſter of vengeance, whom 
a mercenary prophet could not ſee; and to 
remonſtrate againſt his wickedneſs with 
an human voice: but the time was to 
come, when the eyes of the Heathen 
world were to be opened, and their voice 
to condemn the mercenary Jews, who 
ſhould make themſelves the meſſengers and 
hirelings of an 1dolatrous power to bring 
deſtruction upon the Chriſtian church. 
And as Balaam, by his own confeſſion, fell 
away with his eyes ohen, ſo did the Jews 
offend againſt their own knowlege ; 
while, at the ſame time, they bore teſti- 
mony againſt themſelves by maintaining 
the writings of the Holy Scripture. It 
was not more contrary to the nature of 
things, that an aſs ſhould ſee an angel, 
whom a perverſe prophet could not ſee, 
than that blind Gentiles ſhould be alarmed 
and brought to repentance by the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel; while the perverſe 
| Jews, 
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Jews, with the word of prophecy in their 
poſſeſſion, ſhould ſee nothing; but beat and 
abuſe thoſe. who ſaw more than them- 
ſelves: and if the ſword of power had 
been in their hands, they would have killed 
every Chriſtian upon earth. -” 


I bave now ſome obſervations to add on 
figurative occurrences, providentially or- 
dained, and recorded for our inſtruction. 
Many events related in the Scripture are 
of fuch a wonderful character, that they 
carry with them natural marks of their 
own truth ; and are thereby diſtinguiſhed 
from the events recorded in all the hiſtories 
of the world. To thoſe who have ears to 
hear, they ſpeak that ſenſe in fign and 
figure which they relate in words. It is 
impoffible to explain this without ex- 
amples ; and there are certainly more to 
be found than I can here produce, or 
would prefume to underſtand. As there 
are many wonders in Nature, into which 


no eye can penetrate, ſo can we diſcern 
but in part the manifold wiſdom of God 


in the inexhauſtible treaſures of his word. 
ö Such 


1 


Such occurrences, as I am about tv. proz 


duce, are no where more obſervable and | 
abundant than in the hiſtory of our Sa- 


viour's birth, and of his paſſion. His 


birth was witneſſed by the' appearance of 


a new ſtar; to ſignify that a new light 
was come into the world, ſuch as had 
never appeared before: and it was ob- 
ſerved, and followed by wiſe men from the 


Eaſt, as a prelude to his reception by the 


Gentiles; while the people of his own 


country ſaw nothing, and when he came 


had no room for him. All the diſad- 


vantageous circumſtances, under which the 


bleſſed Infant was found, prevented not 


the adoration of thoſe men, who had been 
conducted to him by this heavenly light; 


as no offence will be taken againſt any 


part of the Chriſtian plan by thoſe whom 


the grace of God hath guided to it, and 
who ſee his word as a new light riſen upon 


Our Saviour was born 2½n 4 journey, 
and at an inn; to ſhew, that he was to be 
a ſtranger and a ſofourner uon earth, as 
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6 
all his fathers, the holy patriarchs, were 
before him; and as all his diſciples are 
* to be after him. 


Shepherds, watching their flocks in the 
field by night, were ſelected as proper 
perſons to receive the glad tidings of his 
birth. Their office repreſents that of the 
miniſters of God, who are to make known 
abroad what is told them. from heaven : 
and thoſe ſhepherds will always have the 
preference, who are found in their office, 
watching over their flocks. 


Even the time of the year, in which 
our Saviour was born, was not without 
its meaning. This happened on the night 
when the ſun paſſed the winter ſolſtice, 
and was returning to bring back the in- 
crealing light of the ſpring. The birth 
of John the Baptiſt had happened fix 
months earlier; at the ſeaſon when the 
ſun begins to ſhorten the days, and his 
light is daily decreaſing. Theſe two ſeaſons 
are reſpectively agreeable to the characters 
of the two. perſons, and the event of their 

; miniſtry: 


= 
miniſtry : with a view to which, it was 
predicted of both by the Baptiſt himſelf, 
he muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe *, 


If we go from the ſeaſon of his birth to 
that of his paſſion, moſt of the circum- 
ſtances, preparatory to it and attending it, 
have their propriety and ſignification : of 
which one ſingle fact will be ſufficient to 
convince us. F or, as his birth was wit- 
neſſed by a new ſtar lighted up in the 
| heavens ; ſo at his paſſion the light of the 
day was extinguiſhed at noon, and gave 
its teſtimony, that He was the true /1g ht 
who was then expiring upon the croſs at 

Jeruſalem. | 


The diſciples were directed to the houſe 
where the paſſover of the Lord's ſupper 
was to be eaten, by a man bearing a futcher 
of water +, whom they were to follow, 
and where he entered they were. to enter 
and make ready. The ſame direction 


will ſerve to the end of the world: for 


q John iii, 30. t Mark xiv. 13. 
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where the water of baptiſm is found with 


the living waters of the word and ſpirit 
of God, there is the houſe of God, and 
there are his myſteries to be celebrated: 
as, on the other hand, where there is no 
baptiſm, there is no church, nor can be 
any 8 of the Lord. 


be agony of our Saviour in a garden, 
and the treaſon of Judas there committed, 
and his burial in a garden, where he ap- 
peared after his reſurrection, and was taken 
for the gardener of the place, are ſo 
many natural ſigns, which refer us back ta 
the garden where that fin began, which 
brought him to his ſufferings. The wood 
of his croſs, which is called a free *, upon 
which he bare our ſins, anſwers to the fatal 


tree of Paradiſe which brought ſin into 


the world: the one tree was the inſtru- 
ment of our ruin, the other of our ſalva- 


tion. It was, therefore, ordained, that 


Jeſus Chriſt ſhould ſuffer death under the 
Roman power, and not under the Jewiſh, 


1 Pet. ii. 24, | - 
When 


1 


When the Jews refuſed to put binn to 


death in their own way, (which would 
have been by /toning) out of flattery to 
the Roman governor they ignorantly con- 
tributed to the great plan of Providence, 
and proved Jeſus Chriſt to be the true Sa- 
viour, who died for. Adam's fin. Thus 

will it ever happen: the perverſe ways of 
man ſhall fulfil the righteous deſigns of 
God. The crown of 7horns, which they 
put upon his head, was another mark to 
the ſame effect, and ſhewed him to be the 
perſon upon whom the curſe of our fin 
was transferred. This caſe is ſingular ; 
the hiſtory of mankind dees not inform us 
that this act of cruel mockery was ever 
practiſed upon any other ſufferer, except 
of late, amidſt the murderous executions 
in that devoted country, France; where, 
as we are told, one poor ſufferer was 
crowned with thorns, and treated with the 


indignities peculiar to the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


The whole race of mankind, for whom 
Chriſt ſuffered, are divided into the two 
= parties 
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parties of Jews and Gentiles; frequently 


ſignified by two individual perſons. To 


repreſent theſe, two malefactors ſuffered 
with him; of whom one, a pattern of the 


Gentiles, repented of his error, glorified 


a ſuffering Saviour, and received a pro- 


miſe of being taken into Paradiſe: while 
the other, like the Jews, went on reviling 
him, and, in the inſolent language of the 
Jews, bade him /ave himſelf. The rending 


of the veil of the temple, when he gave 


up the ghoſt, was a ſign, that his death 
was the removing of that partition which 
excludes man El the refidence of God, 
and ofened the Kingdom of Heaven to all 
believers. As to the place or ſpot on 


which he ſuffered death, we ſuppoſe it to 


have happened on that very mountain 
(Moriah) where Iſaac had been offered up 


by Abraham, as a prelude to his death and 
_ reſurrection; according to the words of a 


prophecy founded on that event, which 
ſtrictly fignify, in this mountain the Lord 


. will provide ; i. e. will provide that true 


* Gen. xxli. 14. 


lamb, 
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lamb, for a ſacrifice, which ſhall take away 
the ſins of the world. Certain it is, his 
death happened wrzhout the gate of Jeruſa- 
lem, as the ſacrifice was carried without 
the camp: to be burned; to ſhew, in a 
figure, how he ſhould be rejected as an 
alien and an out-caſt by his own people, 
and delivered over to the Gentiles. The 
apoſtle, in his epiſtle to the Hebrews, hath 
thus applied this circumſtance of our Sa- 
viour's death; grounding upon it this im- 
portant leſſon, that we muſt prepare our- 
ſelves to be rejected as he was, and go 10 
him without the camp *, bearing the like re- 
proach of being caſt out by the world for 
his ſake, as he was for ours. | 


As the lights of Heaven had borne their 

teſtimony to > his birth and his death ; fo did 
Nature ſtill correſpond with his reſurrec- 
tion. He roſe from the dead at the ſpring- 
ing of the morning, when the day-light 
was going to appear: on which conſidera- 
tion the riſing of every morning ſhould 


* Heb. xiii. 13. 
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remind us of Chriſt's reſurrection, and of 
our own deliverance from the grave, when 


the day of life ſhall dawn upon us. , 


When Chriſt was apprehended by his 
enemies in the garden, in conſequence of 
the treaſon of Judas, a remarkable occur- 
rence fore-ſhewed to the ſpectators what 
the event ſhould be; that is, how theſe in- 
dignities ſhould terminate in his reſur- 
rection. At the time when he was ſeized, 
to be led away to the high prieſt, this 
ſingular circumſtance is related by St. 
Mark, that he was followed by a certain 
young man, with a linen cloth caſt about his 
naked body, (who he was, or whence he 
came, it is not ſaid) and that, when the 
enemies of Jeſus laid hold of him, he left 
the linen cloth and fled from them naked. 
Thus it fell out in the caſe of Jeſus him- 
ſelf: he was laid hold of, and every mea- 
ſure was taken to prevent his eſcape, even 
from death itſelf : but when the linen 
cloth was caſt about his naked body, he 
left it behind him in the ſepulchre, and 

fled 
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Much learning may be derived from 
other . circumſtances, which I can but 


briefly mention. The coat of Chriſt was 
without a ſeam; it was, therefore, not 


rent into parts; to ſhew, that the Chriſtian 
church ſhould be of one piece throughout; 


with the ſame mind, the ſame doctrines, 
and the ſame worſhip. A diviſion of the 


garment denotes a ſeparation of the peo- 
ple; as Samuel interpreted when Saul rent 
the mantle of the prophet; 7he Lord, ſaid 
he, hath rent the kingdom from thee this 
day. All who pretend to have put on 
Chriſt ſhould wear this ſeamleſs garment ; 
they ſhould be poſſeſſed by a ſpirit of uni- 
formity, and be ſtudious to preſerve the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace and 
of Chriſtian charity. 


The preference given to Barabbas, a 
thief and a murderer, ſhould warn us of 


what often hath happened and often will 


happen ; that treaſon, ſedition, and murder 
| 7 > -  - ha 
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ſhall, on certain occaſions, when it pleaſes 
God to introduce confuſion and miſery, find 
better acceptance with the people and with 
thoſe who miſlead them, than the excellent 
doctrine and exemplary patience of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which do not accord with the miſ- 
taken views. of worldly and ambitious 
men; who are more nearly allied to Belial, 
the dæmon of diſcord, than to the God of 
peace and order, 


From the apparently helpleſs condition 
of Chriſt at his death, it was argued, that 
God, had forſaken him, and that he might 
be taken and perſecuted with impunity : 
ſo do the wicked promiſe themſelves, that 
the cauſe of his church and his religion is 
impotent in itſelf, becauſe God gives the 
power for a time to thoſe who mock at, 
and trample upon it. But the triumph of 
the wicked is ſhort. The time ſoon came, 
when ie king ſent forth his armies and de- 
Aroyed thoſe murderers, the Jews, and burn! 


a their city, Jeruſalem. So ſhall they all 


periſh, and their habitation ſhall be laid 
waite, and the earth they live upon ſhall 
| 1. rn 


| . 
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be burnt up, who now indulge themſelves 
in the contempt of Chriſtianity. 


The departure of Chriſt from this world 

was in ſuch a form as gave us a ſign of his 
future appearance in judgment, and how 
it ſhall be. A cloud took him from us 
into heaven; and a cloud ſhall bring him 
to us again : he ſhall /o come as he was 
ſeen to go: whence we have that warning 
in the Revelation, behold he cometh with 
clouds ! In that aweful day, they will be 
beſt pleaſed to meet him, who now in this 
life, while, through thoſe clouds, we be- 
hold him with the eye of Faith, adore his 
character, and love his church, and ſtudy 
his wiſdom, and delight in his truth, and 
keep his commandments. | 
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